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Golf is a tradition at The Greenbrier, where three courses are available for play. Sam Snead became the resort’s golf pro in 1936 and remained affiliated 
with The Greenbrier throughout his career. Tom Watson now holds the title of golf pro emeritus. 

Water is also a Greenbrier trademark. Besides the hot springs, the resort boasts a spa, an indoor pool and a heated, outdoor, zero-entry infinity pool. 
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Service also enhances the din-
ing experience at the Greenbrier. We 
enjoyed breakfast in the elegant main 
dining room, where the expansive ceil-
ing is adorned with chandeliers. Certified 
Master Chef Peter Timmins has created 
a classically inspired dinner menu that 
includes several Greenbrier signature 
dishes. Live piano and violin music 
accompany each dinner hour.

We opted to have our anniversary 
dinner at Sam Snead’s at the Golf Club, 
which blends fine dining and a relaxed 
environment with commanding views 
of the golf courses and the mountains. 
This restaurant also features an open 
kitchen with a wood-burning oven, so 
guests can watch the chefs at work if 
they choose. Chef Rob Plesh and the 
attentive staff helped make this dinner a 
special celebration. 

On the day of our departure, we had a 
leisurely breakfast in our room. Breakfast 
was delivered complete with a table that 
was transformed into a full-size round 
dining table with white linens, china 
and flowers. What a wonderful and cozy 
way to start the day! 

We followed that with a carriage 
ride, with horses Lady and Kate leading 
the way. Along with another couple, 
we enjoyed a 50-minute ride along the 
resort’s Valley View Trail, which winds 
through the resort and golf course. We 
drove past the Springhouse, over a 
bridge at Howard’s Creek and past the 
rustic Howard’s Creek Lodge, a log cabin 
built in the early 1930s as Greenbrier’s 
first skeet and trapshooting site. It was 
restored in 1996 and now serves as the 
starting point for hunting and fishing 
outings. The quiet setting along the 

creek makes it a perfect place for pri-
vate functions – the previous day, we 
saw a wedding taking place there. (The 
Greenbrier’s staff includes a wedding 
planner, as well as an on-site florist.) 

Taking a carriage ride through the 
estate was the perfect ending for our 
anniversary getaway. It served as a 
reminder of our wedding day, when we 
were transported from the church to our 
reception in a carriage drawn by three 
horses. 

Like all good things, our special anni-
versary weekend at The Greenbrier came 
to an end, but we left with the hope of 
returning again (and again) and creating 
more wonderful memories. v

For more information, call 1-800-453-
4858 or visit www.greenbrier.com.

The natural setting of The Greenbrier made it the perfect hunting 
spot for native Shawnee Indians. Its reputation as a place of healing 
took root in 1778, when one of the first homesteaders in the area, a 
Mrs. Anderson, tested the power of the hot spring’s mineral water on 
her rheumatism. When word of her “cure” spread to other settlers in 
the region, they built log homes and erected tents in the vicinity of the 
spring so that they, too, could “take the waters.” 

From these humble beginnings, a resort evolved. Bowyer’s Tavern, 
with a dining room and guest rooms, was completed on the hill above 
the spring in 1808. Several years later, the first row of cottages was 
built; the first springhouse was completed sometime after 1815. In an 
effort to attract members of antebellum society during the summer 
season, the first large hotel on the property was built in 1858. Officially 
named the Grand Central Hotel, it was known to long-time patrons as 
The Old White Hotel. The hotel boasted three stories of porches that 
served to catch summer breezes and allow guests to promenade and 
display their fashionable attire. 

The resort closed during the Civil War. Over the course of the 
conflict, both sides occupied the grounds, using the hotel either as 
military headquarters or as a hospital. After the war, Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee pledged his allegiance to the United States on 
the porch of the building that is now known as the President’s Cottage 
Museum. 

Shortly after the war’s end, the resort reopened. Its prospects 
were enhanced with the arrival of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway, 
which brought visitors from as far away as New York, Washington 
DC, Richmond, Atlanta, Louisville, Chicago, Cleveland and scores of 
points in between. In 1910, the company purchased the historic resort 
property and embarked upon a major expansion. By 1913, additions 
included The Greenbrier Hotel (the central portion of today’s hotel), 
a new mineral-bath department (the building that includes the indoor 
pool) and an 18-hole golf course (now called The Old White Course) 
designed by the most prominent golf architect of the day, Charles Blair 
MacDonald. The Greenbrier became a year-round resort in 1914.

The Old White Hotel, a summer-only hotel, was torn down in 1922. 
Its demise led to the substantial expansion and rebuilding of The 
Greenbrier Hotel. Cleveland architect Philip Small mixed elements from 
the resort’s historic Southern roots and motifs from The Old White 
Hotel as he redesigned the hotel’s main entrance, and added both the 
Virginia Wing to the south (with porch lines echoing Mount Vernon) 
and what is now the signature North Entrance façade. 

During World War II, The Greenbrier was used by the U.S. 

government. Initially, the State Department leased the hotel for seven 
months following the U.S. entry into the war. The hotel was also 
used to intern German, Japanese and Italian diplomatic personnel, 
along with their families, until they could be exchanged for American 
diplomats stranded overseas. Then, in September 1942, the U.S. Army 
purchased The Greenbrier, converting it into a 2,000-bed hospital 
and renaming it Ashford General Hospital. For four years, the resort 
served as a surgical and rehabilitation center that saw 24,148 soldiers 
admitted and treated. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Railway reacquired the property in 1946 
and initiated a comprehensive makeover of the hotel’s interior by noted 
decorator Dorothy Draper. The origin of The Greenbrier’s distinctive 
décor goes back to Draper’s legendary post-war redecoration, when 
she was at the peak of her fame. When she retired in the 1960s, 
Carleton Varney took over her firm. He has decorated The Greenbrier 
for over three decades. 

The Greenbrier’s reopening in 1948 also marked the return of Sam 
Snead, whose career had begun there in 1936. He retained the title of 
Golf Pro Emeritus until his death in May 2002. More than any other 
individual, Snead established The Greenbrier’s reputation as one of the 
foremost golf resorts in the world. 

The hotel also has ties to Cold War history. Between 1958 and 
1962, a top secret U.S. Government Emergency Relocation Center 
was built in conjunction with an above-ground addition to the hotel, 
the West Virginia Wing. The underground bunker was designed to 
accommodate both the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives 
(a total of 435 legislators) and their staffs (total capacity was 1,000) 
in the event of a national emergency. A 25-ton door separated the 
bunker from the outside world. The bunker was outfitted with sleeping 
quarters, a kitchen/mess area, meeting areas for both houses of 
Congress and an area that could be used for offices. It was completely 
self-contained and was maintained in a constant state of readiness by 
government employees working undercover. 

Little was known of the secret enclave until May 1992, when it was 
exposed in an article published by The Washington Post. The lease 
between The Greenbrier and the government was terminated in 1995. 
(Just recently, it was profiled on Good Morning America.) Today, 
hotel guests and the public may tour the bunker. The tour was tops 
on Tom’s “to do” list for our stay. We met our tour leader in one of 
the hotel’s lobbies and walked to the bunker’s hillside entrance that is 
actually “hidden in plain sight.” Interestingly, culinary classes are held 
in what was the kitchen/cafeteria of the bunker.
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