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DOROTHY DRAPER 
DECORATING WEEKEND 
MARCH 4-6
In 1946, renowned New York 
Decorator Dorothy Draper was hired 
to give The Greenbrier a facelift prior 
to its grand reopening after being 
turned into a hospital during World 
War II. More than seven decades 
later, Draper’s iconic style is still a 
fixture at America’s Resort, where 
her protégé, Carleton Varney, carries 
on the tradition. Learn more about 
Draper’s history and style from 
those who know it best, the staff at 
Dorothy Draper & Company, during 
this entertaining and engaging 
weekend. 

EASTER
APRIL 15-17
An Easter basket of activities 
and entertainment are planned 
for children and adults to make 
memories that will last a lifetime 
this Easter Weekend at America’s 
Resort. From egg hunts to chocolate 
Easter bunnies, as well as wine 
tastings, an extravagant Easter 
brunch and an inspiring sunrise 
worship service, The Greenbrier’s 
resident bunny, Greenious H. Brier, 
has a plan in place to ensure every 
guest has a weekend to remember. 

THE GREENBRIER  
CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 
MAY 6-8
The fifth annual celebration of 
the automobile at The Greenbrier 
includes a weekend filled with events 
such as drives, dinners, Cars & 
Cocktails and the signature Sunday 
Concours, which brings close to 
100 of the finest collector cars in 
the world to the iconic front circle 
of The Greenbrier to be viewed 
and judged. To learn more, visit 
GreenbrierConcours.com.

Upcoming Events
THE GREENBRIER  
HALF-MARATHON  
MAY 7
The Greenbrier Half-Marathon is a 
luxury destination race like no other. 
Participants will run exclusively 
on the 11,000-acre grounds of 
America’s Resort. Half-marathon, 
10K and 5K participants will enjoy 
an incredible run with amazing 
views of the Allegheny Mountains 
and the entire property. The course 
is designed to limit elevation gain, 
making the race enjoyable through 
the rolling mountains. To learn 
more, visit CapstoneRaces.com/ 
Greenbrier.

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
MAY 8
Celebrate Mother’s Day at a place 
nearly as beautiful as the women 
we honor on this special holiday, 
created right here in West Virginia. 
Enjoy the beauty of spring at 
America’s Resort, and treat your 
family to a brunch as elegant as 
the resort itself. Let your mother, 
grandmother, wife, or anybody else 
who fills this unique place in your 
heart, know just how proud you 
are to call her Mom by letting The 
Greenbrier treat her like a queen.

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
MAY 27-30
The Greenbrier welcomes summer 
with a weekend filled with food, 
family and fun. From cocktail 
tastings to special culinary events, 
outdoor games and entertainment 
inside and out, a long weekend 
spent at America’s Resort offers a 
refreshing start to a new season. 

Any day is a good day to visit The Greenbrier, as there’s always something exciting happening at America’s Resort. 
But if you are looking for a special event to fit an interest of your own, or perhaps someone you love, the calendar 
is filled with unique happenings throughout the year. Take a look at just some of the one-of-a-kind opportunities 
coming up in 2022 and 2023 at The Greenbrier. 



INDEPENDENCE DAY 
WEEKEND 
JULY 1-4
Independence Day has long been a 
special celebration at The Greenbrier 
as America’s Resort honors 
America’s birthday with a grand 
weekend full of activities. From 
family activities such as bingo, fun 
runs and lawn games to parades, 
food and fireworks, The Greenbrier 
celebrates our great nation with 
three days of festivities you don’t 
want to miss.

LABOR DAY WEEKEND  
SEPTEMBER 2-5
Send summer out with a bang by 
spending Labor Day weekend at The 
Greenbrier. Enjoy mixology classes, 
art alive workshops and family 
games, or take in a show designed 
for the entire family. Stay active with 
our Labor Day Fun Run or relax by 
the outdoor pool and soak up the 
sun as you enjoy breathtaking views 
of the Greenbrier Valley.

FALL FLAVORS OF  
APPALACHIA  
OCTOBER 22
The Greenbrier’s fourth annual 
Fall Flavors of Appalachia brings 
together some of the region’s most 
loved wineries, distilleries and 
breweries with the award-winning 
cuisine from America’s Resort. 
Enjoy an afternoon filled with food, 
wine, spirits and music and take in 
the fall colors of the West Virginia 
mountains.

THANKSGIVING WEEKEND 
NOVEMBER 23-27
The Greenbrier has been bringing 
families together for more than 
a century, and there’s no better 
time to gather the entire group at 
America’s Resort than Thanksgiving 
Weekend. Enjoy amazing buffets 
and family activities then kick off the 
Christmas season with the first tree 
lighting of the year.

WEEKENDS WITH SANTA  
DECEMBER 2-3, 9-10,  16-17
Enjoy the twinkle in your child’s 
eyes as the jolly old elf himself 
takes a break from his Christmas 
preparations to spend some 
quality time with your loved ones at 
America’s Resort. From story time to 
breakfast in the Main Dining Room, 
and, of course, those cherished 
photos that will live on for years to 
come, your Weekend with Santa will 
be filled with holiday memories you 
won’t soon forget.

CHRISTMAS 
DECEMBER 23-28
Celebrate Christmas the old-
fashioned way with hot chocolate, 
carols, incredible cuisine and family. 
From sleigh rides in the snow and 
ice skating in the shadow of the 
picturesque resort to the Ugly 
Sweater and Whoville Dinners and a 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 
there’s no place as magical as 
Christmas at The Greenbrier.

NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION  
DECEMBER 29 – JANUARY 1
Say goodbye to 2022 and hello to 
2023 in style with a celebration to 
remember at The Greenbrier. Guests 
have been toasting the New Year at 
America’s Resort for more than 200 
years! This New Year’s celebration 
promises to be a special one, as 
The Greenbrier presents a unique 
collection of events for various ages 
to help make memories that will fill 
the year ahead.
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As one would imagine, a guest 
book from a resort that has 
been around for more than 
two centuries would provide 
an interesting glimpse into the 
story of the property. That’s 

certainly true at The Greenbrier, where books dating 
back to the early 1800s tell a fascinating tale of how 
America’s Resort came to be and how it changed over 
the years, decades and centuries.

The oldest “guest books” in The Greenbrier’s archives 
aren’t really guest books at all, but instead accounting 
books that date back to 1816. These binders, the oldest 
artifacts in The Greenbrier’s archives, according to 
Historian Emeritus Dr. Bob Conte, document who visited, 
for how long and how much money they spent. 

During Henry Clay’s July visit in 1817, for example, he 
paid $1.50 a day for boarding and had extra charges 
on his bill for grain and boarding of horses. Also 
documented in these books are guests paying 25 
cents each or 50 cents for three “julips,” confirming 
the account that the mint julep actually appeared at 
America’s Resort long before it came to Kentucky. 

By 1910, a few years before The Greenbrier as we know 
it today was built in 1913, a new guest book arrived 
on the scene. Instead of an accounting ledger, this 
new book had guests sign in with simply a name, a 
room number and their hometown. In The Greenbrier’s 
archives are books from 1910 through 1922, with a few 
other years scattered about. 

According to Conte, many were lost back in the 1940s, 
when workers were clearing out an abandoned building 
that was being used for storage and throwing these 
valuable pieces of history on a fire. 

Dr. James P. Baker, the first Medical Director of The 
Greenbrier Clinic, happened to see the burning of the 
books and demanded it stop.

“The ones we have are literally the ones that Dr. Baker 
said, ‘Stop!’” said Conte. “I have no idea how many he 
didn’t save.”

Valuable pieces of history were clearly lost that day. 
But thanks to Dr. Baker, much of it was saved, including 
guest registries that include Woodrow Wilson, Joseph 
and Rose Kennedy, prominent railroad officials and 
many others.

“I’ve looked through to try to find notable names, and 
you can identify names that you recognize,” said Conte, 
who has marked the pages that contain notable names. 
“They’re pretty neat.”

Which brings us to yet another “guest book,” the VIP 
registry, which was created just in time for the reopening 
party in 1948. The Greenbrier had been closed to the 
public since 1942 when it housed diplomats from enemy 
countries and then became Ashford General Hospital, 
treating more than 24,000 patients during a four-year 
period. 

George H.W. Bush

Mary Lou Retton

Guest 
Books

If These Pages Could Talk:

The Greenbrier

by Cam Huffman
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Renowned New York decorator 
Dorothy Draper had spent two 
years redecorating and restoring 
the hotel to welcome guests once 
again, so on April 15-18, 1948, a 
lavish party was held to celebrate 
the occasion. Attending the party were celebrities such 
as the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, Bing Crosby, 
Joseph Kennedy, Brenda Frazier, Ben Hogan and many 
others. Many of them penned their signatures in a new 
VIP Guestbook, beginning a tradition that’s still alive 
today. 

Following the party, the book was kept in the office of 
Dorothy Miller, the secretary to the General Manager, 
and each time a VIP guest would visit The Greenbrier 
property, Miller would be sure to track them down and 
get them to sign the famous book. 

Signatures and well wishes were collected from Sir 
Dennis Thatcher, the husband of British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, California Governor Ronald Reagan 
and Princess Grace of Monaco, just to name a few.

“We have enjoyed a happy and memorable weekend in 
this lovely and beautiful place,” said Hubert Humphrey in 
1965. “It’s so restful and yet so exciting.”

“I am so glad to be back in this slice of paradise,” signed 
Former President George H.W. Bush in 2003. 

“Me too”, added his wife, Barbara.

Margaret Thatcher

Miller retired in 1999 after 44 
years at The Greenbrier. The guest 
book tradition wasn’t abandoned, 
but signatures were sparse in 
the early 2000s, and the resort 
received new ownership in 2009. 

The book was all but forgotten until Conte found it 
sitting in Miller’s former office and held onto it to protect 
it from a similar fate as the original registries. 

Recently, the old tradition has been revived. When 
Jenna (Bush) Hager visited in 2018, she signed the book 
beside her grandparents.

“What a beautiful place,” she wrote. “My grandparents 
were right. It is heaven.”

The newest signature is that of Mary Lou Retton, the 
individual all-around gold medal winner at the 1984 
Olympic Games. She signed the book first in the same 
year she took home the medal and followed up with a 
new signature on a return visit in 2021, saying, “Second 
time is a charm!”

Whether it’s a world-class athlete, a United States 
president, royalty from overseas or a banker from 
Charleston, The Greenbrier has welcomed all with open 
arms for nearly 250 years. Thanks to these guest books, 
the names, signatures and thoughts of many of them 
will be preserved for future generations as the legacy of 
America’s Resort continues to evolve.  
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Pear Ricotta Cake
Pear Ricotta Cake 
1 ½ Cups  Butter, softened
3 Cups  Cake Flour
2 Tbsp.  Baking Powder
2 tsp.  Salt
2 Cups & 2 Tbsp.  Ricotta
2 1/3 Cups  Granulated Sugar
5 Each  Whole Eggs
2 tsp.  Vanilla Extract
2 Tbsp.  Lemon Zest
4 Tbsp.  Amaretto 
3 Cups  Canned Pears, Diced

Almond Streusel
1 Cup  Granulated Sugar
1 Cup  Cold Butter, Diced
2 Cups  All Purpose Flour
2 Cups  Almond Flour 
3 tsp.  Salt 

Raspberry Coulis 
Fresh or Frozen Raspberries 
Granulated Sugar (optional)

Whipped Cream
1 Cup  Heavy Cream
2 Tbsp.  Sugar
½ tsp.  Vanilla
1 tsp.  Lemon Zest (optional)

Pear Ricotta Cake 
Paddle butter, ricotta, and sugar in a mixer 
until light and fluffy. 
Paddle in eggs one by one. Paddle in lemon 
zest, vanilla, and liquor. 
Paddle in sifted dries in thirds. Scraping 
between each addition. 
Fold in diced pears. Spread mixture evenly in a 
9”x13” parchment lined sheet tray. 
Bake in oven at 350*F for 20-25 minutes or 
until knife inserted comes out clean. 

Almond Streusel 
Place all dry ingredients into a mixer bowl with 
paddle attachment. 
Add diced butter bit by bit. Paddle between 
each addition. 
Paddle mixture until crumbly texture is 
achieved. 
Place a thin even layer of streusel on a 
parchment lined sheet tray. 
Bake in oven at 330*F for 7-9 minutes or until 
golden brown. 
Toss streusel on sheet tray with a spatula 
halfway through baking. This will allow the 
streusel to achieve an even color. 

Raspberry Coulis 
Blend berries and sugar to taste, until a 
pureed texture is achieved. 
Bring mixture to a simmer. 
Just to dissolve the sugar. 
Strain mixture through a fine mesh strainer. 
Allow to cool.

Whipped Cream 
Whisk ingredients until medium to stiff peaks 
are achieved. 

To Finish
Cut cakes once cooled to desired size and 
shape. Top cakes with whipped cream, pears, 
seasonal berries and fresh mint. The raspberry 
coulis and almond streusel make a nice 
addition to the plate. Enjoy!
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Salmon Florentine
Salmon Florentine
4 each Salmon 6oz, skin on
1 lb. Arborio Rice
8  oz Petite Spinach
12 oz Heavy Cream
1 qt Chicken Stock
1 pint White Wine
4 oz Parmesan Cheese,Shaved
1 ea Juice of Lemon
2 oz Shallots, Minced
1 oz Garlic, Minced
4 oz EVOO
1 pinch Citrus Salt
Tt Salt and Pepper

Salmon Florentine
In a medium pot, warm up the oil and sauté 
shallots and garlic, incorporate the rice, stir to 
toast for 1 or 2 minutes.  Start with wine and 
add in 8 oz of stock every few minutes. Once 
that is “al dente”, incorporate the heavy cream, 
lemon juice and cheese. Taste and adjust as 
needed, then fold in the spinach off the heat 
just before plating. 
In a nonstick pan at medium heat, sear the 
already seasoned salmon, skin down. Once 
the skin is crispy, flip for couple seconds and, if 
necessary, finish in a 325F oven until desired 
temperature. 
To plate, put a portion of risotto at the bottom 
of the plate and gently place the salmon skin 
up. Sprinkle the skin with a little citrus salt.

Citrus Salt
8 oz Maldon Salt
4 each Lemon Zest
2 each Orange Zest

Citrus Salt
In a bowl mix all ingredients.
Store in a cool, dry place for up to 1 month.
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Cauliflower Gratin
Cauliflower Gratin
12 oz Cauliflower
6 oz Carnival Cauliflower
18 each Toasted Pecans
12 oz Sundried Tomatoes
18 oz Marinara Sauce
8 oz White Wine
1.5 oz Shallot, Minced
1 oz Garlic, Minced
12 oz Asiago Cheese
12 oz Mozzarella Cheese
2 oz EVOO
Tt Salt and Pepper 

Cauliflower Gratin
Blanch the cauliflower and shock in iced water. 
Drain and reserve.
Sauté in oil, shallots, garlic, add cauliflowers, 
sundried tomatoes and pecans, refresh with 
wine.
Add marinara and reduce until half. 
Incorporate cheeses until it starts to melt.
Place in an oven proof serving vessel and put 
more cheese mix on top. 
Melt in the broiler until brown.
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New River Gorge 
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    Welcome Reception 
at Kate’s Mountain 
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    Cars and Cocktails 
on Iconic Golf 
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    Charitable Dinner 
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Mountaineer 
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with Featured 
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GreenbrierConcours.com
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FrancesValentine
When New York fashion brand Frances Valentine searched for the perfect backdrop for its Fall 2021 campaign, the 
company quickly turned to the historic, lovingly restored, luxurious Greenbrier resort, nestled in the gorgeous Allegheny 
Mountain range of West Virginia. Frances Valentine is a modern American lifestyle brand with a design-driven ethos 
and loyal customer following that creates vibrant, stylish, unique apparel and accessories designed to bring joy to the 
wearer.

“Frances Valentine is about sparking joy and happiness through self-expression. Buying a piece of FV should feel like a 
gift to yourself - personal, coveted and unique. We were thrilled to shoot our fall campaign at the glamorous Greenbrier, 
as this national historic landmark recalls an era of gracious elegance with its over-the-top, lavish and bold decor”, says 
Elyce Arons, Co-Founder and CEO of Frances Valentine.

The grand lobby and renowned modern baroque interiors were all designed by Dorothy Draper, known as the “Doyenne 
of Design”. Draper’s unapologetically bold interiors, bright florals, animal prints and geometric patterns drench the 
walls, floors, drapes and upholstery.

“Walking into the Greenbrier elicits an emotional response, much like wearing a piece of Frances Valentine…it just 
makes you happy!  So, it was a natural fit for us to photograph the fall campaign in this picturesque setting. While 
designing each collection, we try to follow Dorothy’s advice and never take ourselves too seriously. Dressing should be 
fun and help you to celebrate, enjoy adventures and create memories.

“I absolutely love bold colors and patterns. Vintage pieces have always played a part in my wardrobe and those pieces 
evoke a longing for the past but create a unique and timeless way of dressing today. Our items are well-crafted with 
special details that are sophisticated, feminine and fun. We use our bold prints and colorful patterns as building blocks 
for each collection, always offering layering options that are designed to be interchangeable and guided by your own 
style. We create high quality heirloom pieces that are intended to be passed down from generation to generation. 

“Women have many roles, and they want to be able to transition seamlessly from work to social, volunteering & family 
events - all while feeling good and looking chic. We help them do just that with our collection of joyful and unique 
apparel, jewelry, footwear and handbags.”

“We were so excited when we were invited to open our shop-in-shop in the Greenbrier retail shops - it is the perfect fit 
and an absolute pleasure for Frances Valentine to find a home in such an elegant setting.”
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at The Greenbrier
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BLACKJACK
• at the greenbrier •

Casino 101

Blackjack is the same anywhere you go… or is it? Playing 
at The Casino Club at The Greenbrier is a special 
experience. Whether you are a novice or a “whale,” The 
Casino Club at The Greenbrier has a blackjack table 
perfect for you. 

Blackjack has long been the most popular game 
in casinos. It combines strategy with a little bit of 
knowledge and allows for good, fun interaction with 
the dealer. That’s a winning recipe for an entertaining 
evening. 

Some choose not to play blackjack because they are 
intimidated that they don’t know how to play or feel that 
other players might get mad if they do something wrong. 
So, lets break down the game a little bit and make it 
simple. It really is a game that everyone can understand 
and enjoy, and there’s no reason you should be holding 
yourself back from the table.

The process begins when you give the dealer your money 
to be turned it into chips. This is called “buying in,” and 
chips are what you use to make your bets. On every table 
there is a table limits sign. This tells you the minimum 
and maximum wagers per hand on that particular 
table. You’ll want to look at this before sitting down and 
buying in. Then make your first bet by placing chips in the 
betting circle in front of you.

The dealer will start by giving you two cards face up. He 
or she will also give themselves two cards, one face up 
and the other face down. This is where you get to make 
your decisions. Do you want another card “hit” or do you 
not want any more cards “stay.” You must give the dealer

 a hand signal either way. Your goal is to be closer to a 
total of 21 than the dealer without going over 21. And if 
the dealer goes over 21, everyone wins!

The big question is how to know when to hit and when 
to stay. How do I know when to split or double down? 
That’s the real strategy of blackjack and the part that 
intimidates new players. 

There are two ways to make certain you are comfortable 
at the table. The first is the well-known secret of the 
basic strategy card. You can look this up on the internet 
and print one off to bring to the table with you. It tells 
you the best way to play every possible hand. It doesn’t 
guarantee that you will win, but it will help you learn 
the game quickly and guide you on some of those close 
decisions. The other way is to ask your friendly dealer at 
The Greenbrier for help. They can’t tell you what to do, 
but they can explain the hand so you can make a good 
decision. The dealers at The Greenbrier are some of 
the nicest you will find and are great at making you feel 
welcome.

So, try your hand at blackjack at The Casino Club at 
The Greenbrier. It’s a great way to spend an evening at 
America’s Resort. You don’t have to be an expert, and 
there’s no reason to be intimidated. 

This piece is a first in a series that will appear in 
upcoming editions of The Greenbrier Magazine 
educating readers on the different games available at 
The Casino Club at The Greenbrier. The goal is to make 
novice players feel a little more comfortable with the 
games, enabling them to enjoy a trip to the casino a little 
more. 
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Krissy
&

 John
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Photos by Ron Soliman Photojournalism
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The 
Main 
Entrance

The Greenbrier as it looked when it 
opened on September 25, 1913. Designed 
by Frederick Junius Sterner, the new 
hotel was constructed because the C&O 
Railroad wanted a resort that would 
be available to guests throughout the 
year, not just the summer months.

In the 1930s, The Greenbrier completed 
its two wing additions, which included 
guest rooms, an indoor pool and a 
redecoration by the Cleveland firm of 
Rorimer-Brooks.

In the 1950s, The Greenbrier hosted 
several major events that drew the 
biggest celebrities and golfers of 
the time to America’s Resort. Notable 
visitors included Ben Hogan, The Duke 
and Duchess of Windsor, Bob Hope and so 
many more.

In the 1920s, the focus of The Greenbrier 
was the expansion of the two large 
wings on each side known as the Virginia 
Wing and the Bath Wing. The goal was to 
have this addition complete by 1930 but 
construction was not finished  
until 1931.

In the 1940s, several major events 
significantly impacted The Greenbrier. 
From 1942 to 1946, the U.S. Army owned 
and operated the resort as Ashford 
General Hospital. Once sold back to 
C&O, a major redecoration initiative 
began in December of 1946 by Dorothy 
Draper. It was completed in 1948 in time 
for a grand reopening party.

1913

1920 1940

19501930



Greenbrier.com | G R E E N BR I E R M AG A Z I N E  | 16L I F E  A S  F E W  K N OW  I T ™

Through 
the 

Years

In the 1950s, The Greenbrier hosted 
several major events that drew the 
biggest celebrities and golfers of 
the time to America’s Resort. Notable 
visitors included Ben Hogan, The Duke 
and Duchess of Windsor, Bob Hope and so 
many more.

In the 1940s, several major events 
significantly impacted The Greenbrier. 
From 1942 to 1946, the U.S. Army owned 
and operated the resort as Ashford 
General Hospital. Once sold back to 
C&O, a major redecoration initiative 
began in December of 1946 by Dorothy 
Draper. It was completed in 1948 in time 
for a grand reopening party.

In the 1960s, The Greenbrier unveiled 
a new wing known as The West 
Virginia Wing. This new addition 
was a distraction to what was built 
underneath. The Greenbrier Bunker 
was a facility that was planned to be 
used by Congress in case of a national 
emergency. The bunker was a 35-year 
secret until unveiled in the early 1990s.

In the 1980s, The Greenbrier underwent 
construction in the Bath Wing to host 
a new and luxurious spa, where guest 
could take the waters of the natural 
sulphur spring, which originally drew 
the first visitors to the property in 1778. 

In the 1970s, Colonial Hall and 
Eisenhower Parlors were built. These 
new additions connected the existing 
hotel to the West Virginia Wing. Also, 
during this time, Jack Nicklaus was 
brought to the property to redesign the 
Greenbrier Course prior to its hosting 
of the 1979 Ryder Cup.

1960 1980

19701950
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Nestled on the fifth floor of the North Wing of The Greenbrier are the historic North, 
East and West Terrace Suites. Built in 1930, the North Wing faces the Allegheny 
Mountains, where guests can take in stunning views from each suite. Recent 
renovations to the terraces led to an opportunity for refreshing the interiors. With 
record hotel occupancy, these three projects proved to be quite challenging, but the 
transformation of the three gorgeous Terrace suites was flawless, due to the hard work 
of multiple Team Members.

When the decision was made to revamp the terrace of the North Terrace Suite, we 
couldn’t resist making some much needed improvements to the bedroom and parlor. 
The walls of the bedroom are now adorned with Aqua ‘Bali Hai’ wallpaper and the 
window treatments, bed skirt and table skirt feature Pink ‘Carolina Chintz’ fabric, 
both from the Dorothy Draper Fabrics & Wallcoverings line. Swag valances with bells 
hanging over the drapery panels create a traditional Greenbrier look, while  
modern Greek Key lamps on the bedside tables help to bring out the green colors from 
the ‘Carolina Chintz’ fabric. The parlor was painted Dorothy Pink, which relates to the 
bedroom fabric and brings a cheery atmosphere to the living space. 

By Merriweather Franklin
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After the North Terrace Suite was completed, the next guest room to receive a facelift 
was the West Terrace Suite. This historic suite is to the left of the North Terrace Suite 
and features two bedrooms with adjoining bathrooms, a large parlor with a built-in 
wet bar and a substantial terrace overlooking the backside of the main hotel. Before 
starting any interior work, a scheme needed to be created. In keeping with the 
Hollywood glamour look of the previous décor, Carleton Varney and the rest of the 
design team wanted to keep the walls red for a moody, yet opulent space. What was 
once a red tonal stripe wall covering, is now Red ‘Versailles’ wallpaper from DDFW. This 
swag pattern wallpaper gives the parlor a luxurious feel, along with Dorothy Draper’s 
Green ‘Imari’ fabric applied to the window treatments and sofa. The bedrooms 
received fresh wallpaper and drapes, as well as new green trellis patterned carpet 
throughout.

Last, but certainly not least, came the East Terrace Suite refresh. After seeing how the 
lavish interiors of the West Terrace Suite turned out, Carleton Varney and team want-
ed to really amplify the last of this group of guest suites. The wallcovering chosen for 
the East Terrace parlor is the Gold ‘Fitzgerald’ Grasscloth by Dorothy Draper Fabrics & 
Wallcoverings. When the crystal sconces hanging on either side of the malachite mirror 
are turned on, one can see and feel the glow of the gold walls, creating an upscale 
environment. The parlor, complete with red trellis carpet, Aqua ‘Couture Lattice’ fabric 
on original Draper Petropolis chairs and Black ‘Imari’ window treatments and uphol-
stered sofa, is a room that will make hotel guests feel like royalty. The two bedrooms 
have colorful schemes of aqua, yellow and lime green that complement the details of 
the Black ‘Imari’ fabric in the parlor. When staying in the East Terrace Suite, one can 
find that they may have one of the best views of the front of The Greenbrier hotel. It is 
truly a special suite to visit. 

These renovations were a process that took some time, but it was well worth it in the 
end. To this day, we are still finishing up the last few elements of the East Terrace Suite. 
Luckily for The Greenbrier, the rooms have been occupied, so it has been difficult to 
complete the finishing touches, but we are happy to give our guests something new 
and fresh for their stay. None of these renovations would have been possible without 
the talented masons, seamstresses, painters, carpenters, upholsterers, tinners, electri-
cians, housemen and housekeeping Team Members of The Greenbrier.

View from East Terrace Suite
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1. - Sloane Lounge Chair 
upholstered in Red 
Rhododendron trevira 
fabric. 

3. - Kindel Pineapple 
Armchair with gold detail 
and red vinyl seat 

5. - Draper Slipper Chair by 
Kindel with fringe valance 
and red velvet upholstery.

7. -Kindel Split Back Chair4. - Kindel Lily Chairs on 
swivel. Upholstered in Black 
& White Houndstooth from 
Dorothy Draper Fabrics & 
Wallcoverings

6. - Original Eagle Chair 
from the 1930s. Carleton 
Varney has partnered 
with Kindel to reproduce 
this chair, now named the 
Jefferson Chair. 

2. -Classic Wing Chair 
upholstered in Plantation 
(on the front) & Boca Grand 
(on the back) fabrics - both 
from Carleton V. Ltd.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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9. -Draper Café Chair from 
Kindel. White Lacquer paint 
and upholstered seat. These 
are also common desk chairs 
in guest rooms

11. -Empire style wood frame 
lacquer chairs with custom 
painted Spring House in gold.

13. -Kindel Channel Back 
Lounge Chair with Aqua 
Damask fabric.

8. -Antique Chivari Chairs 
that have been in the Cameo 
Ballroom since the 1920s. 

10. -Kindel Tufted Lounge 
Chair upholstered in Fazenda 
Lily from DDFW. This chair is 
no longer in the DD/Kindel 
line but Kindel is still able 
to make it. 

12. -Kindel Arrowhead Chinoi 
Chair.

14. -Chippendale armchair 
with upholstered seat. Fabric 
is from Dorothy Draper 
Fabrics and Wallcoverings 
(Cymbidium Orchid in Green) 

7.

8.

11.

12.

13.

14.

10.

9.
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your �ountain home 
away from home 

Obtain the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal Agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of 
this property. This is not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy real estate in The Greenbrier Sporting Club by residents of Hawaii, 
Idaho, Illinois, and Oregon or in any other jurisdiction where prohibited by law. This project is registered with the New Jersey Real Estate Commission, N.J. 
Reg. No. 11-59-0002. This project is registered pursuant to New York State Department of Law’s simplified procedure for Homeowners Associations with a 
De Minimus Cooperative Interest and contained in a CPS-7 application available from the sponsor. File No. HO-00-0082. This project is registered with the 
Pennsylvania State Real Estate Commission, Registration No. OL-000654. Use of recreational facilities and amenities requires separate club membership.

© 2021 The Greenbrier Sporting Club  /  247 Kate’s Mountain Road, White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986



your �ountain home 
away from home 

Homes from $1m | Homesites from $100k 

To explore the unparalleled real estate 
opportunities that await at The Greenbrier Sporting Club

VISIT our Lobby Showroom in The Greenbrier, CALL (304) 536-7792,  
VISIT GreenbrierLiving.com, or TEXT “HOME” to (304) 245-6772 to reach an agent.
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Windsorclub

A Wing Fit for Royalty

The History of the

by Cam Huffman
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In 1928, the main part of the building we know today as The Greenbrier was 15 years old. 
The former hotel that stood on the property — the Grand Central Hotel, better known 
as The Old White — had been torn down and removed, but the resort was more popular 
than ever.

The problem was the demand significantly outweighed the supply. Less than 250 rooms 
were available inside the hotel, and it was clear that many more could be filled.

Recognizing the growing need for accommodations, the C&O Railroad, which owned the 
resort, put together a plan for a dramatic expansion to meet the demand. Architect 
Phillip Small was hired out of Cleveland to design new additions that would increase 
capacity, yet preserve The Greenbrier’s iconic style.

By 1929, construction began on two new wings, one a six-story edition beyond the 
ballroom on the north end of the hotel and the other to the south, where the dining 
room was expanded, and the new two-story Virginia Wing was built.
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Named in honor of the Virginia Row cottages that were 
removed for the construction of the new wing, the 
Virginia Wing, inspired by George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, was finished in 1931. It was decorated by Louis 
Rorimer, a Cleveland connection of the architect, and it 
included private guest rooms away from the rest of the 
hotel and the Virginia Room, where  another Cleveland 
native, artist William Grauer, created murals to illustrate 
the history of White Sulphur Springs from its humble 
beginnings to the status as one of America’s premier 
resorts that it had achieved by 1930.

Just a decade after the Virginia Wing was complete, 
the world was changed forever by the attacks on 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Ten days later, The 
Greenbrier’s general manager received a telephone 
call from the U.S. State Department, asking if the resort 
would be able to accommodate diplomats and citizens 
from the Washington, DC, embassies of the now-hostile 
nations. The Greenbrier made the decision to come to 
the aid of its country and, on December 19, diplomats 
began to arrive.

Over the course of the next six months, The Greenbrier 
hosted 1,697 persons, representing five different nations.

By June, however, the guests were gone and The 
Greenbrier reopened to the public in July of 1942. 
The celebrated reopening was short lived. In August, 

the United States Army turned The Greenbrier into a 
hospital and, on October 16, 1943, Ashford General 
Hospital was formally dedicated, eventually treating 
more than 21,000 patients. 

During these days of Ashford General Hospital, the 
Virginia Wing served an important purpose. The Virginia 
Room became an off-duty officers’ lounge, while the 
rooms at the end of the wing became the maternity 
ward. The guest rooms in the Virginia Wing were used as 
patient rooms for the officers.

After the war ended, the C&O Railroad bought The 
Greenbrier back from the U.S. government, and one of 
its first moves was hiring renowned New York decorator 
Dorothy Draper to completely transform the interior of 
the resort.

The entire hotel was “Draperized,” including the Virginia 
Wing. The main change there was the addition of the 
new Presidential Suite. Draper made the decision 
to combine 14 rooms at the end of the wing into one 
splendid suite. It consisted of two floors of rooms, 
connected by a stunning spiral staircase, curving by a 
two-story window with a view of a secluded garden. It 
was basically a home within the hotel, and Robert R. 
Young, the Chairman of the Board of the C&O Railway, 
used it as his resort home during the 1940s and 1950s.
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The Presidential Suite has seen a few 
upgrades over the decades, but the same 
basic layout is still used today. The seven-
bedroom suite includes a library, a den 
with half bath, a large living room with 
grand piano, a reception foyer, a private 
patio and an elegant dining room. It can 
comfortably accommodate 14 people and 
entertain as many as 200. 

The most recent transformation in 
the Virginia Wing came in 2011, when 
The Greenbrier unveiled the Windsor 
Club, a deluxe collection of premier 
accommodations, including top-level 
service and amenities named after the 
Duke and Duchess of Windsor, who were 
frequent guests in the Presidential Suite. 

The Virginia Wing is reserved solely 
for Windsor Club guests, who have 
uninterrupted access to a personal 
concierge throughout their visit. The 
26 rooms in the Windsor Club have a 
personality of their own and are accessed 
only through a keycard. Windsor Club 
guests also have exclusive access to the 
Virginia Room, a private parlor where 
meals and snacks are served throughout 
the day and into the evening. Windsor Club 
guests can also enjoy a wide selection of 
complementary beverage at the open bar 
at any time of the day. 

The Windsor Club accommodations include 
Windsor Club Rooms, larger Windsor 
Club Premium Rooms, the two-bedroom 
Congressional Suite, complete with a 
rooftop terrace, and the Presidential Suite. 

More than 90 years after its original 
construction, the Virginia Wing at 
America’s Resort is still serving its original 
purpose of providing private guest rooms 
away from the hustle and bustle of the 
main part of the hotel. It’s decorated with 
some of the finest antique furniture in 
The Greenbrier’s collection and maintains 
the iconic look of the decorator that 
transformed the space 75 years ago. 
It’s been visited by presidents, royalty, 
dignitaries, stars of sport and stars of 
screen, and it’s available to guests of 
The Greenbrier looking to upgrade their 
experience.

To learn more, visit greenbrier.com/
Accommodations/Signature-Resort-
Rooms/Windsor-Club.
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 GreenbrierLegacyClub.com | 304.956.0528 | LegacyClub@Greenbrier.com

MAYBE VALEY VIEW SUNSET

MAYBE THE TODAY SHEET
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Steeped in luxury and surrounded by breathtaking 
nature, the iconic Estate Homes and Legacy Cottages 
hold a unique place in The Greenbrier experience, and 
in American history.  Now, for the very first time, these 
coveted properties are for sale.

Ownership of an Estate Home and Legacy Cottage 
imparts access to The Greenbrier Legacy Club, a private 
members’ club offering extraordinary privileges to place 
it among the nation’s most celebrated country clubs and 
resort communities.  Members enjoy its incomparable 
amenities including private clubhouse and swimming 
pool, as well as optional participation in The Greenbrier’s 
hotel rental program.  In addition to wine cellaring and 
private golf carts, The Legacy Club brings numerous 
other privileges, and access to all that The Greenbrier 
has to offer across its 11,000 spectacular acres.

Limited release of these one-of-a-kind resort homes 
and cottages marks a rare opportunity for those looking 
to share in The Greenbrier’s illustrious past. Each turnkey 
Estate Home and Legacy Cottage comes with its own 
extraordinary story to tell. All provide the exceptional 
and gracious service and luxury for which The Greenbrier 
is known around the world.

Generations of families, dignitaries, presidents and 
royalty have considered The Greenbrier a home away 
from home throughout the past two centuries. Now, the 
time is yours to make The Greenbrier your home.

To find out more, simply call 304.956.0528, 
email LegacyClub@Greenbrier.com or visit 
GreenbrierLegacyClub.com

Estate Homes and Legacy 
Cottages for sale from $1M. 
A once in a lifetime 
ownership opportunity.

Introducing The Greenbrier Legacy Club®
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See why some of 

the nation’s top 

executives visit 

The Greenbrier 

Executive Health 

Program year 

after year.
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The Greenbrier Through the Years
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behind the curtains of: 
The Cameo Ballroom

• The Cameo Ballroom opened on October 1, 1913, 
the official opening date of The Greenbrier 
hotel that we know today.

• Joseph and Rose Kennedy danced in the Cameo 
Ballroom during their honeymoon in 1914.

• The Cameo Ballroom marked the end of the 
hotel before the North Wing was built in 1931, 
connecting the main hotel to the Bath Wing.

• When The Greenbrier was converted into 
Ashford General hospital in 1943, the Cameo 
Ballroom was used as a recreation center, 
complete with ping-pong tables.

• Dorothy Draper designed the grand 
chandelier that hangs overhead in the Cameo 
Ballroom during her complete overhaul of the 
resort in 1948. It was unveiled a few days before 
the reopening party.

• On October 6, 1950, French designer Pierre 
Balmain introduced his new fall fashions in 
the Cameo Ballroom.

• The main event of the Spring Festival during 
the 1950s and 1960s was the gala dinner on 
Saturday night held in the Cameo Ballroom, 
complete with the music of the Meyer Davis 
Orchestra.

• The space obtained its name from the intricate 
molding on the ceiling that resembles a cameo 
motif.

• One of the world’s best amateur golfers, 
Bill Campbell of Huntington, was a frequent 
competitor in dance contests in the Cameo 
Ballroom with his wife Joan.

• Carleton Varney designed the carpet that now 
runs through the Cameo Ballroom exclusively 
for the space.
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Visit Hazen and Co. 
at Flying High 

in the Greenbrier Avenue Shops



Interested in

101 Main Street, West 
White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986  
(855) 453-4858

Greenbrier.com

/The Greenbrier

@the_greenbrier

@The_Greenbrier

FUTURE STAY RESERVATIONS
Central Reservations  
the_greenbrier@greenbrier.com or 866-923-5239

ACTIVITY RESERVATIONS
Lower Lobby Concierge or 866-923-5239

GROUP SALES and WEDDINGS
Sales Department  
sales@greenbrier.com or 855-656-2826

REAL ESTATE,  
GREENBRIER SPORTING CLUB
Lower Lobby Office 
home@greenbrierliving.com or 304-536-7792  

Cottages & Estate Homes,  
GREENBRIER Legacy CLUB 
LegacyClub@Greenbrier.com or 304-956-0528

GREENBRIER CLINIC  
and EXECUTIVE PHYSICALS 
info@greenbrierclinic.com or 800-362-7798

GOLF TOURNAMENTS and 
SPECIAL GOLF REQUESTS
304.536.4919

Looking for past issues of 
The Greenbrier Magazine? 
View digital copies online by scanning  
the QR Code below. 


